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THE HOLE PROBLEM 



A Vacuum BloobftuUrr Story 



By ROD REED 



££npHE2E ww a fcUow ia * cocuc 
M. strip tba: used to ro around with- 
out * taS." maod Vtcusffl Bloobstutter 
-Wt rt eat hr~ asked the r ed beaded 
woedp-cker. psrrhail oo Ac oftSce 



prtrte. 



■cttr was very popu l ar with the younger 
(tnrriM sac If h* want without a bat 
all tb* young eaen would ro without a bat- 
Pretty soon, they Mid. thes would pat tbc 
bat-makers out of basin***. They wasted 
t - i: .! to r a hat." 

~rd take to mo them make — e nv • 
feat." said the wood pec ker, bearer rati 7. 
"Fd i -t "em a pack oa tba proboseas*- 
yea probably would." sgreed 
Bloobstuttcr. "You rod fe aa di an all but- 



"W« arc not." screamed tba woodpecker 
tn z rage hurling bum i If against tba pine 
paneling and chipping it with bis beak 
till tbc carpet looked like a butcher tkop 

jj S&J jBr^, , - . ~-%t; ". ^ — 

T-d sorry." said Blaobetutter hastily - 
"You're very rweet -tempered Now please, 
don't tear Sow* ray o*ca-~ 
. "I fargive you. Mid tba woodpecker 
sullenly as be bopped back to tbc wiodow 
tsO. ~B*e pact hurt my f eel iaf, ■. " 

"I ■> Bln^i 1 1 " said tba man. "Meant ao 
barm. Words just dipped "out- I was tbsak- 
- • about this bar business and . . ."* 

"What about tba bat busiaees > ~ 

"Well, tbc holi marirg T-mirrn face* 
a problem rt miter to that of tba bat base 
uid B T a u b a ie mt r. "Tea see. people 
arc' always knocking bole*." 

Ta acually knocking boles if you come 
nrbt down ta it." said tbc woodpecker. 

"No. no. tkat's not what I mean." has- 
tened tbc man. "You tee. aa getters! man- 
as***; of tba- Uaitcd State* Hs'.e Me* tag 
Corporation, tba largest organisation of 
its kmd m the bole world, it ■ »Tty duty 
ta see that tba public baa a praper reap in 
for hose*. Bat it's not working oat 'bat 
way. People are denocoscrna; boles all Ac 
tuna. Far iaatanc*. four times last week 



i tee* tbc bole 



I beard radio comedians ssake their audi- 
ences laugh by sayiac. 'I ncad you like I 
seed a bole in the bead.* That sort of thin* 
breeds disrespect for holes" 

"Well it's publicity." said tba wood- 
pecker thoughtfully. 

"But bad public rty." countered tbc t- ra, 
of the U. S- H. If - C "And tba radio's net 
the only offender. There's that old Mying 
aa t a as basty made up about 
tbc doughnut, the pcasce 
That's all 

Tea. the bale is tbc beat past, agreed 
tba kard- ' ■■'JK$t? 

"And people are always saying thing* 
like. 'Avoid that hole in the street.* "Fill 
this hole is nry tooth.* aad Usrs the bole 
in ray sock*.* 

Btoobatatter had been idly handling the 
broom that stood beside bis desk. Every- 
body who knew htm teas oaed to seeing 
the broom there aad took it as a sort of 
ecceatric good lack piece. What they 
didn't know wm that it was a magic broom, 
formerly the u<uu*t tt of a witch, and that 
it would do anything Btooberuticr request- 
ed, to soar, as tb* request was ia rhyme. 

Hat woodpecker boppe d over to tba 
desk, borrowed the ana's fingernail file 
and began hang his bask. As he filed ha 
said. "1 see you baee a problem. What are 
you coins: to do aback it?" 

Only half aware of what be was urm(, 
B'oobatattcr replied. 

"/ 4o sec knew. 

{/pea my sea/. 
/ ***** eft faTks 
La-red every kale.*** 

* ~ i • i jer.:lrt=aa »« drivtaf 

- * dawn Maia Street. He looked at bis 
watch. With ao imerruptione be wass* j*g*psi t-i 
barely ea time for an aiatie iisi i 
meat. But there was a nail in tba ■ 
standing on end. aad it punctured bis aaft 
rear tire Tbc man e to pa cd the car. j amp ed 
out. aad.lookcd at the tire as the air hissed 



"Oft, hoy - he mad. -1*8*1 this 
fat! re* eat a bole ia my brand : 
Aad howl do love holes--" 



MAS Tit CC*UCS 



Bt started i " t " C *"- ■- ' C 

^ happened 10 *• P— «d 1 

with bar. She • V J l % "Help! 
a^bce! A crary '» -i- ■ ■■ ! " 
The on kef* danciaf 

i-'T >^K«d the lady's stockiac 
» fender. She looked at it- Her 
J mtt ^ 11 ir — instantly cheered "Oh. 
tbe exclaimed. "A bale in my very 
he* aytoo*- lent It (erfeoas? I do ievc 

a«J the disced with the ma 

T wirt of thine was hnpoeniar «n 
I town and of coon*, it wennl lone 

I &3 Bloobetntter (at eiacd of it. Re was 
I fcjaiy gratified, bat at the «*nw time pux- 
ned o*«f the change of heart ia tbe entire 

-J cio 1 sndentand it," be declared. 
Tea - - ■ ' ▼«* cawsed fcf retartad tba 
wsedpecker. 
-ir trtlsrm-d B fc toba tu c w . as tonis h e d. 
3C*ere." said tba woodpecker. "70a were 
henr-^Z onto that mafic broom when yon 
Md everybody would love boles. Here's 



tarter, nesting the 
bmem affectionately. Til ret a beemr for 
dsn. Wait till tbe praatdent bear* - - - 
He didn't Sneak- The president of tbe 
S. S. Hole-M akhng Corpecvboa swept into 
In eaten. 

'^tabetttttcrr be t hun d er ed. "Hava 
yea beard? Everybody bt town *s*ee holes- 
All antes. Every kind of bole." 
, "Tea," aaid tba Sttle ease*. "It offend* 
Wf m odesty to any an. bat I caoaed it" 
Ten 1 ml «r* roared tbe boss. "Yon 
have tbe andacity 10 ait there and toy that 

yea, a ara oar / y. Land it?" 

--Why— - - - I— way— ** anything 

wrong*" 

. TTfetrr baomcd tbe pr eatdeat . 
1 "Taa*ve yest about pat a eat of bosiaeee. 

ones «nr 

-Bsrt I don't understand." said tbe little 
awn, "I! everybody Iswos kedeitbaa tbeyll 
key store and snore from an." 

-*ay.»- iirbnenirt tbe big boas. "Bay- 
Bee! Wbat*U tbay boy with? TbcyV e rot 
4 aaaieaij. Tbey*ra not eaevdaej any. Every- 



body loves bales. So they're all euirtinr 
work and staying borne making; boko all 
day -t Women bake holea ia their aeeam. 
Men xaaitnau tbe bones la their bsswnniT 
workshops. Even little moths are making 
ha lee, We're rained r 

"Oh. gosh." said Blooberutter. -That 
weant tbe vary I ihh.hi for it ta work est. 
m "->'"'■ 

He g&bbed hie broom but in his excite- 
men* ka wish wen rather -*>; > worded 
Ha said: . .* '4- 

"SawA a resa/t was act nrr fvaf." 
/ erisb folks bated every bam.'* f, 
So mying. ha leaned back «n*b a com- 
pile eat smile on his face and addressed^, 
tbe president. 'Everything will be ell right 
now. air." 

- Tbe president of tbe United States Kole- 
htaking Corpocatioa stmled and said. "Tee, 
everything win be all right sow. Vm rotor 
to £;*&e-id ;-:» entire corporation »=i the 
' first thing Jta going to do is fire yea. 
Bloobatntter. I bar* holes T 

Bloobstattar was too shocked to speak 
for aa instant, then be watted. - 
-ph Jusapimg BmmM 
-Aaaf Unit Fubttt 
I ..-s* IJ neSrf 

Wished those washes r 

The rnaaic broom was eemal to th a acc*. 
- trr- It did its work. Tba president clipped 
Blcobatatter on ihe beck and declared. 
-Back ap. old bay. I waa only kiddtnx. o( 
ceorae. In fact. ervinj yoa a sabstan- 
raise " ' 'Jb^BH 

BLOOBSTUTTEH breathed a acfh of 
relief, hot the brooea -bispered to the 
■uudpsrker "Oee. I erish be wasnt snch 



Tar eeudnini aakT enclscned the b«d. 
-This is tbe first time I ever beard of a 
ulkinr broomr 

THCKlfD 
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